To: Ferrell, Mark[Ferrell. Mark@epa.gov]

From: Mark Ferrell

Sent: Thur 2/13/2014 3:45:26 PM

Subject: tank farm bill to require source water protection plan

Charleston Gazette
http://www.wygazette.com/News/201402120245
Summary:

CHARLESTON, W.Va. - The West Virginia House Health Commitiee passed a bill Wednesday night to
regulate above-ground chemical storage tanks, and to require water utilities to submit plans to deal with
possible contaminations like last month's Elk River chemical spill, but with significant differences from the bill
that unanimously passed the state Senate last month.

The bill passed unanimously after nearly four hours of discussion. Committee Chairman Don Perdue, D-
Wayne, called it perhaps the toughest thing lus committee has ever had to do.

The House version differs from the Senate version in that it creates a new section of code requiring the
Department of Environmental Protection to compile and maintain a list of all potential water contaminants -
not just contaminants from above-ground storage tanks - within about 25 miles of public water sources.

The committee approved an amendment that would require every water treatment plant in West Virginia -
there are more than 300 - to have either a secondary water intake point or three to five days worth of untreated
water in storage.

Charleston Daily Mail
http://www .charlestondailymail.com/News/statehouse/201402120264
Summary:

The House bill delays a requirement that utilities create a source water protection plan within a year, pushing the deadline
to July 1, 2016.

There were fears it could cost too much to make the plan in one year, committee counsel Charles Roskovensky said.

Once the plan is created, each public water utility must submit it to the Bureau for Public Health. Local health departments
must be consulted and a public hearing held on the plan before it is adopted, though the bureau will have final say.

The plan in the modified House bill contains eight components, and mirrors some aspects of the Senate bill.

Water providers must have a documented contingency plan in case of contamination. West Virginia American Water
President Jeff Mclntyre has repeatedly said the company didn't know anything about the chemicals stored at Freedom until
the day of the spill.

The bill originally said the utility must also include a discussion of the water company's ability to isolate or divert
contaminated water from its intake.

Lane successfully amended the bill to require water utilities to have either an alternative water source or three to five days
worth of stored water. The West Virginia American Water plant affected by the spill has no other source for water than the

Elk River.

Other provisions include a plan to identify what a water utility will do in the event of a spill, including how it will notify
and coordinate recovery efforts with public officials.
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